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Old Columbia Road
Bicycle Improvements



What is BikeHoward ?

The Vision of BikeHoward
“Howard County, Maryland seeks to be a bicycle-friendly County 
where residents and visitors, schoolchildren and seniors, men and 
women feel comfortable and safe bicycling on our roads and paths 
as a means of daily transportation and healthy recreation.” 



What are Bike Lanes?

ÅPortion of roadway or shoulder 
designated for single directional bicycle 
flow
ÅDefine separate spaces for bicyclists and 

drivers
ÅBicyclists may leave the bike lane to 

pass, make left turns, or avoid obstacles
ÅParking is not permitted in bike lanes
ÅBike lanes are indicated by signs (below) 

and markings (right)



Buffered Bike 
Lanes

ÅProvide for greater 
separation between 
bicycles and motor 
vehicles than non-
buffered bike lanes

ÅPainted buffer at least 
2 feet wide is located 
between bike lane 
and motor vehicle 
travel lane

ÅIf buffer is at least 3 
feet wide, it is marked 
with crosshatching at 
50 foot intervals
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Old Columbia 
Road in Context:

BikeHoward Express
Core Network



Project Extent



Historical Speed Data
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Volume Data

Columbia Acad. Entrance

Riverwood Drive

AM Peak
(8:15 to 9:15 AM)

Measured
March 17, 2015

604 vehicles

152 vehicles

126 vehicles

170 vehicles



Volume Data

Columbia Acad. Entrance

Riverwood Drive

162 vehicles

793 vehicles

147 vehicles

340 vehicles

PM Peak
(5:30 to 6:30 PM)

Measured
March 17, 2015



Existing Conditions: East Undivided Section



Existing Conditions: Divided Section



Existing Conditions: West Undivided Section
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Summary



Next Steps

Old Columbia Road

ÅDepartment of Public Works Traffic Engineering Division will develop detailed designs 
based on community feedback.
ÅExpected implementation date is Summer 2019

Current comment period open through May 29
Email: transportation@howardcountymd.gov
Web: bikehoward.com/feedback
Phone: (410) 313-4360
Mail: Howard County Government

Office of Transportation
3430 Court House Drive
Ellicott City, MD 21043

mailto:transportation@howardcountymd.gov
bikehoward.com/feedback/


Contact Us

Chris Eatough

Bicycle and Pedestrian Coordinator

Howard County Office of Transportation

ceatough@howardcountymd.gov

(410) 313-0567

Albert Guiney Engel

Bicycle and Pedestrian Planner

Howard County Office of Transportation

aengel@howardcountymd.gov

(410) 313-4360

www.bikehoward.com

www.howardcountymd.gov/
bikehowardexpress

mailto:ceatough@howardcountymd.gov
mailto:aengel@howardcountymd.gov
http://www.bikehoward.com/
http://www.howardcountymd.gov/bikehowardexpress

